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SERMON 


PsAarmM xvii. v. 2. 1 in the laſt 


Tranſlation v. 3.) 


T will call on the Lord, who i worthy 
to be praiſed: ſo ſhall I be ſafe from 


mine Enemies, 


T1 


fe I is not long, ſince we were Al- 


 ſembled, on the fifth of this Month, 
7 i, WY Bleſs and Praiſe God for- by 
RRDSE wonderful Mercies to this King- 
dom in the ſeaſonable Diſcovery and Defeat- 
ing of our Romſh Enemies molt wicked and 
accurſed Powder-Plot; which had it taken 
efte, all had been Entomb'd on a ſuddain 
73 in one common Ruine. 
And now, upon notice publickly given, 
That the ſame kind of Agents are at work a- - 
- pain, .- [7 


ALY EI CTEELED 


_ - _ « PR 
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gain, in another way, to Deſtroy both His 
Sacred Majeſty, and with Him our Liberties 
and Religion ; we are, by the warrant of Au- 
thority , met together here this day, to call 
upon that God, who alone is able to prote& 
and ſave us, and whoſe undelerved goodneſs 
we have had ſo much experience of hitherto, 
that he would be pleaſed graciouſly to conti- 
nue, yet to defend. both our King and Coun: 
try, and bring to light, ſtill more and more, 
all ſecret bingo againſt his Majeſty and 
the whole Kingdom. | 
© To: which. purpoſe therefore I could not 
think of any thing more pertinent and agree- 
able, both to Direct us in our preſent Duty, 
and Encourage .us to the ſame ,. than, rh 
words I have read from the Royal Pabnift 7 
. IT will call upon the Lord, who ts worthy to: "ke 
praiſed : ſo ſhall T be ſafe from mine Enemies. © 
This Plalm was a Pablick Form of Devo- 
tion Compoſed, and appointed by King David 
for the ſolemn ſeaſons fer apart to Comme- 
morate his manifold Deliverances and Vidto- 
ries; for all the dayes, wherem God had delivered 


him; as the Chaldee Paraphraſt hath ir. . And it 


hath the Honour to be twice Regiſtred in Holy 
Writ, with yery little variation in the words 


of 


=o 
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Ps a 1m "XVHL- verſ. 2. 


of it. For you may read it inthe 224 Chap. 
of the 24 Book of Samuel, as well as here in 
the Book of. Pſabns. 1 Mo. 
- From whence we may plainly collect, Thar, 
however ſome of This Generation quarrel and 
except againft ſet Forms of Divine Worſhip 
and Service, to caft dirt upon the eſtabliſhed 
Religion, and make way for New-fangled 
Devices of their own, rather than Godly 
Edifying in Love and Unity ; yer it was not 
ſo in the Church of God from the Beginning ; 
but both a publick Form was wont to be pre- 
ſcribed, and upon like occaſions one and 
the ſame Form was without ſcruple made 
uſe of. And that by the Counſel and Coun- 
 tenance of no meaner a Perſon than King 
David himſelf, who is recommended to us 
as an eminent Servant of God, both in his 


private and Regal Capacity, a man * after as 14. 22. 


= own heart, as he himſelf hath teſtified of 
im. 

So much we have ſufficiently intimated 
in the very Title of this Pſalm, which was 
inſcrib'd to the chief Muſician or Prefe&t of 
Muſick, the Maſter of the Choire, to be ſung 
upon publick Solemnities. ---To the chief Mu- 


-fician.” 4 Pſalm of David" the ſervant of the Lord, 


2  - _— 
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See Dr. H. in 
loc. 


who ſþake unto the Lord the words of this Song, in 
the Day that the Lord deliver'd bim from the hand 
of all bis Enemies, and from the band of Saul. And 
he ſaid, Viz. as followeth ; that is, A Publick 
Form of Worſhip, or Religious Acknowledg- 
ment indited by David that eminent Servant 
of the Lord, in Commemoration of thoſe 
many Prelervations and Victories which God 


had youchſafed him, and his now quiet ſet- © 


tlement in the Kingdom of Tjrael and Judah, 
by the interpoſure of the Divine Providence 
in ſubduing the Philiſtines, Syrians, Moabites and 
Ammonites, that role up againſt him; in quiet- 
ing the Rebellion of 4bſalom, his ſon Abſalom, 
(ſoon after which it is recorded, 2 Sam. 2 2. ) 


but eſpecially in reſcuing him our of the ma-. 


licious bloody hands of Saul. This he com- 
poſed, and'committed to the chief Muſician, 
2s a ſuitable ſervice for thoſe ſolemn Dayes, 
wherein there ſhould be . occaſion to comme- 


 morate his Deliverances and Victories. And 


eo that purpoſe it continues regiſtred in the 
Book of Pſalms, among many other, as a 
Pattern and Example unto all Poſterities ; 
and a Juſtification, as I ſaid, beyond all con- 


tradiction, both of the lawfulneſs and expe- 
diencie of Publick Forms of Deyotion, and. 
| che 


 Psarm XVI. Ver. 2. 


$ 


go 3 x ame 


the uſe or Repetition of the ſame Forms upon - 
like occaſion. thy | Kit 

I ſhall not now go about to unravel the 
Contexture of the whole Pſalm , becauſe I 
would not. divert your attention from that; 
plenty of good and proper Meditations, which 
the Textalone ſuggeſts unto: us. Wherein we 
have theſe two principal parts: '. 

1. David's holy Reſolution or Praftice ; I will 
call on the Lord, who is worthy to be praiſed. And, 

2. The Motive he had thereunto from the 
aſſured ſucceſs of it ;- So ſhall 1 be ( ſaved or) 
ſafe from mine enemzes. . a 

Of which therefore now by God's help, I 
{hall treat in order, as they lie. - ... + 

And Firſt of the Pſalmiſt's holy Reſolution 
or Practice ; I will call. on the Lord, who us, worthy, 
to be praiſed. Wherein we may. conſider, yet-  * 
more diſtinctly, theſe three Particulars. 

1. The Perſon whole Example we: have 
before our eyes, together with the Circym- 
ſtances of his Condition, [' I ] King David, the 
Servant of the Lord, preſerved and deliver'd 
by him from many potent Enemies already, 
; and yer not without the Fear and proſpe&.of Þ 

ethers ſucceeding afreſh, and growing up.in 
the room of them.  _. - rs 
| ' 2. 


— 
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24; The 4# or Prathice it ſeff reſolyed upon, 

Callin upon the Lord ;, which, as F ſhall take 

Cul on tofhew 1 you, "Was all along his moſt 
Religious Caftced, as well as Reſolution in 
like Caſes for the Future. And then, 

: -3. The ſpecial Charatter here LOTS” un- 
to the Object of his Invocation, Worſhip and 
Devotion ; The Lord who is worthy to be praiſed. 
T will call on the Lord, wy i worthy th be 
praiſed. - 

Firſt, The Perſon Jae foken of ; "Y BS 
in the Text. Thar is David, a pious and Re- 
ligious King, ſtyled in the Title of the Pſalm, 
The Servant of the Lord, as I told you. 

Religion, we ee, is not a vile or mean + 
Performance; is not a thing below the High- 
eft and moſt eminent Monarchs of the World; 
no diſparagement at all'unto their Grearneſs, 
but that which is indeed the chiefeſt Orna- 
ment in their Diadem and Crown of Glory. 
They: have the fame Eſſential Dependence 
npon God with other men, and He the ſame 
Right and Title of Soveraignty and Domi- 
nion over Them, being King of Kimes, and 
Þ 79rd of Lords. Nay, They have an Obliga- 
tion! above others to ſerve and Honour God 
Almighty ; ; not only as his Reaſonable Crea- 


rures 


"Pat xvii. > Iu. 2. 4 


Im — - 


tures and Dependents like unto others, bur 
as his peculiar Miniſters and Servants, intheir 
Sacred Office as Kings, exalted and upheld by 
him 1 in that their Dignity. 

Again, 'Their Neceflity as well as place 
Mos rs them heretmrs*'for-they are- ſur- 
rounded with thoſe Danpers 'and Troubles, 
which none but God alone; the Supreme Po- - 
rentate, can. preſerve- or deliver them-in and 
from. No ſooner have they eſcapedone Plor 
and 'Contrivance of miſchief, but "another 
Snare is laying for them. The Fhdra 'of 
"Treaſon and Rebellion: hath rriany Heads; 
and when one is cut off, another perks up 'in 
Ars ſtead. 

Such was David's Condition. And we need 
_ to look further than This PſalmHor an am- 

e proof of it. Here we read of the ſorrows 
| He Death and Hell compaſſing him * The ſnares of verſsgs 3 
Death preventing" him : The Floods of ungodly 
men making him "afraid. The'So5'5f Belial, men 
impatient of the” Yoke of Government and 
Reſtraint, coming like 'a mighty "Torrent 
upon him : Many waters. - threatning to over- Verſe16. 
fow and' drown him; Blood-thirſty, powerful BD 
and malicious Enemies, ſuch ' as Fated him, vere 17. | 
and were too ſtrong for Ro, yiſmo up againſt verſe 39. 
LM. 
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Verſe 43. 


Verſe 48. * 


Ver(e 44- 


_ —— 


Verſe 6. 


Verſe 18, 19. 


him. And thoſe not only of Forraign Narti- 
ons but amongſt his own People. The ſtrivings 


of the people ; nor only making open Inſurrecti- 


ons, but endeayouring private Afſaſſinations by 
men of violence ; and thoſe too ſecret and un- 
known; Difſembling and Falſe-hearted Sub- 
jects, ſuch as yielded feigned Obedience , ſuch as 
lied unto him in all their fair profeſſions, and 
diſſembled with him, as the old Tranſlation hath 
it. No wonder therefore that we find him 
m his Diſtreſſe , and in a Day of (alamity; and 
as it were in Priſon and Confmement , in great 
ſtraits; ſometimes in a ſtate of War, and ar 
other times in great Perils. _ 

Such is the condition of all Kings, eſpecial- 
ly of Pious and Religious Kings. For the 
King is the head of Order, and the very life 
and ſoul of Laws, both Civil and Sacred. - So 
many Enemies therefore as there are abroad, 
to a State or Kingdom, their level is chiefly, 
neither at ſmall or great, but at the Head and 
Soul of all the reſt. The Devil and his Agents 
are all Adverſaries to Order, and Quiet, and 
Peace, with Piety and Virtue ; and therefore 


| mult neceſſarily impugn and ftrike at the grand 


Conſervator of all theſe. And then, in his 
own Dominions, if we reckon up, how many 
there 


-_ 


_— 
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there alwayes | be, | that are in tf Circumſtances 


chemſelves,- and have their hopes only-in a 
Change, in fiſhing, as- we fay,”in troubled 
Waters; in diſturbing all, that they” may 
ſcramble for ſomewhat; How many-Ambitt- 
ons of Rule and Power themſelves, that would 
fain'be uppermoſt : How many envious at'all 
above them, who therefore are ready to pull 
them down or undermine them : -How-many 
thirſting for Liberty, unbonhded Liberty," to 
do- whatſoever is good in their own Eyes: 
How many croſs'd in their undue Deſires and 
Luſts, by the ſeverity ofgood and wholeſome 


Laws: How many whoſe Faith and Allegiance 
is eaſily corrupted by the popular in{muations 


and pretences of wheedling Demagogues, or 


to be bought and fold with Bribes and Penft- 


ons: How very few of Courage -and Ho- | 


neſty enough to ſtick by zPrince in his' low 
Condition : How many Powers, and Policies, 
and Devices he hath' continually to- watch 
over, «and to ſtruggle with : How tmariy he 
mult of neceflity truſt and imploy ;- whom 


| he hath but little or {lender afſurance of : If 


we conſider, I fay,- but theſe, and the like 


obvious Circumſtances, 'we cannot-but Jee . 


the manifold Troubles; and Miſeries, and 
9] C Cala- 
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EB Plal. 46s 


1 Sam. ZO. 6, 


Plal, 42», 


Calamities, that every Prince, every good and 


Religious Prince elpecially., is. beſet withal. 
As.Dayid, we read, was. | 
But the greateſt comfort is, He hath a-Re- 
tuge and Sanctuary near at hand, notwith- 
ftanding all this, to berake himſelf unto; 
namely that of the Text. T will call upon the 
Lord. This we find upon all occaſions was 
our Royal P/almiſts ſtay and ſecurity. When 
He knew not what. to do, nor whither to be- 
take himſelf, his Eyes were ſtill unto God. 
God, faith he, is our refuge and ſtrength ; a very 
preſent help in Trouble. Therefgre will we not 
fear, &C. * | | 


Si fraftus illabatur orbis, 
Impavidum ferient ruine. 


Thus at Ziklag; David, faith the text, was 
greatly diſtreſſed : for the people ſþake of toning of 
him, becauſe the ſoul of all the people was grieved, 
every man for his Sons, and for his Daughters : (and 
when any thing goes amils, or ſucceeds ill in 
Government, the blame and complaints uſual- 
ly fix and center on the chief Governour)-but 
David encouraged himſelf in the Lord his God. He 
becalmed himſelf, as we read elſewhere, with 
fuch like expoſtulations as Theſe. Why art 


thou 


® a. > ir, EG 


Ps at m xviti. verſ. 2. *.” 


thou caſt down, O my foul, and why art thou 
 diſquicted within me ? Hope thou in God, © for T Pal 43. 
ſhall "yet praiſe bm, who #s the Health :of my 
countenance and my. God. Obſerve therefore, by 
. how many different Names and Attributes of 
{ecurity he calls God in the Verle before: our 
Text, on purpole, as it were, to declare, 
' That he was All m All in his account: Mj 
Strength; faith he, and my Rock, and my For- via, 1s. 1. 
treſs, and my Deliverer : my Buckler, and the Horn 
of my Salvation, (that is, according to the | He- 
brew Idiom, wherein Horn is uled for Power 
and Plenty, my moſt Powerful and All-fufhici- 
ent Saviour) and my High-Tower. In weaknels, + 
my Strength ; againſt the Storm and Billows 
Cc Adverlity, and that Ocean of Calamity, 
which beats at any time upon me, my Rock 
impregnable; againſt all manner of Violence 
or Aflaults, my Fortreſs or Bul-work , my 
Shield and Buckler invulnerable ; whatever 
Hoſts or Armies invade me, my High-Tower 
and Caſtle ; at all. Times and in all Caſes a 
moſt mighty and abundant/ Saviour and 
Deliverer. They are excellent words of the | 
Prophet Habakkuk, which I the rather men- Had. 3. 17,18, 
tion, becauſe the later part of them is raken * 6 
out of this Pſalm. Although the Fig-tree ſhall not ial 18.32.33. 
=O -C 2 bloſſom, 
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bloſſom , neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vines ; © the 
labour of the Olive ſhall fail, arid 'the Fields ſhall 
yield no meat; the Flock ſhall be cut off from the 
Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls : 
(that is, all viſible help and relief ſhall fail) 
Yet will -T rejoyce in the Lord: T will joy mn the God 
of my Salvation. The Lord God is my ſtrength, 
and be will make my feet like Hinds feet, and He 
will make-me to walk on. my Higheplaces--- There 
can be no poſſible want of: proviſions to this 
High-Tower- or Garriſon. 

We ce, by the way, what an utter Enemy 
the profels'd Atheiſt is to all publick Govern- 
ments,. and the beſt ſecurity of Kings and 

+73 21% Princes, who by denying God and Provi- 
Tea 7993s dence takes away this moſt Comfortable Re- 
Tos Eres, fuge and; SanQuary, which amidſt all Perils 
chryſt and Dangers they are to berake themſelyes un- 
& 10. ro. It is the Character of ſuch profane ones, 
 Plal. 149, That they call not upon Ged themſelves: and: 
that is not all the miſchief of ir, bur thy ſeek 
to deprive others alfo of this bleſſed Privi- 
fl 53 ledge; whileſt they lay, either, There is no 
God, or that He fees not , hears not-, regards 
not his Supplicants. It is therefore the undoubt- - 
ed concernment of every State to ſuppreſs and 
banyſh Atheiſm, with all the Fautors of it: 


But: by 


—_— : F CCEICY 
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But hitherto of the firſt particular the Per- 
ſon whoſe good Example we have here be- 
fore our eyes, That Religious and pious Kin 
David ; who was always ſenſible of his Obli- 
gations to God, and how impoſſible it was for 
himſelf or any other Prince, to be ſafe and ſe- 
cure without the aids of Heaven. T0 
In the Second place we are to conſider fur- 

ther of him in Conjun&tion with the Holy 
Practice here refoly'd' upon. IT will call on the 
Lord. | | | | 

| Callmg upon God is a Phraſe ſometimes pur in 
Scripture for all Religion, as it is nſual there 
for ſome ſignal act to ſtand for and exprerels 
all. the reſt of the kind. But here we are to 
underſtand it in its moſt proper importance, 
viz, an Invocation -by Prayer -and Supplicati- 
on unto. God, whereby he berakes himlſeif ro 
the Divine ProteCtion, begging Safety and 
Deliverance from, him. - Andthe words are 
xendred by Interpreters in ſeveral Tenſes. | 

As to the Time paſt, Invocabam ; T did call on Pifater. 

the Lord, ſo was T ſaved from-mine Enemies. And. | 
Thus we have it afterwards, Verſ. 6. In my, ; 
Diſtreſs. T called upon the- Lord; and cryed unto my 
Gad ; He heard my- voice out 'of bis boly Temple, 
and my- cry . came "before him, 'even- into his. ears. vn 


The: 


A 
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The effefts of which audience are magnifi- 
cently ſer forth in the following Verſes. How 
he expreſsd the Wrath of an All-powerful 
God, able to make the World to 'Tremble, 
nay to burn and conſume it, interpoling his 
hand as fignally, as if he had deſcended in a 
black thick Cloud with a mighty wind, and 
the appearance of Angels in ſhining Gar- 
ments, with tempeſtuous ſhowers of Hail and 
Fire ; with Thundrings and Lightnings, as 
with Arrows and fiery Darts, and finally 
with the ſame Notoriety of his Preſence, as 
when the waters of the Sea were driven back 
by a ſtrong Eaſt-wind, and the Deep. turned 
into dry ground for the paſſage of his People 
Ifrael. 
} Others read it in. the preſent Tenſe : Invoco, 
or Invocare ſoleo: I do call upon the Lord; 
This .is my conftant Praftice and Cuſtom. 
T call upon the Lord--- ſo am T ſafe from mine Ene- 
mies. See the 142% Plalm. The Prayer of Da- 
vid when be was in the Cave. © When he poured 
© out his Complaint before God, and ſhewed 
© him. his trouble, How a Snare was privily 
© laid for him in the way wherein he walked, 
© and he had none that he could truſt to for 
*Refuge, none that regarded or cared for him ; 
LEES 2 | *His 


Ps aL w xvii. ver. 2. 
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© His Soul in Prifon, and his Perſecutors about 
© him, ſtronger than he. Burt he becakes him- 
ſelf ro This his wonted Practice, verſ. 5, &c. 
T cried unto Thee, O Lord; T ſaid, Thou art my 
portion in the land of the living. Attend unto my 
cry , for 1am brought very low ; deliver me from 
my Perſecutors, for they are ſtronger than T; bring 
my Soul out of Priſon, that 1 may praiſe thy 
Name. - : 
- Others again read it, as we do, both in 


our Old and New Tranſlation, in the Future 


LXXIE. 
Vulg. Lat. 


Tenſe. Invocaho, T will call on the Lord. And - 


thus, what was his Religious Practice and 
Cuſtom in times paſt and at preſent, becomes 
alſo his pious and holy Reſolution for the 
Time to come; as we find it frequently elſe- 
where repeated by -him. P/al. 55. Having 
ſpoken of the Helliſh Plors of ſome, . that had 
been his Intimates and Familiars, from which 


he hardly ſaw any humane poſſibility of elca- 


ping ;. 1 mourn in my complaint, faith he, becauſe 


of the voice of the enemy, becauſe of the oppreſſion 
of the wicked. © The enemy crieth fo, and che 
© ungodly cometh on ſo faſt ; for they are 
© minded to do me ſome miſchief £ ſo malici- 
< oufly are they fer againſt me. ' My heart is 
© diſquieted within me, and the Fear of Death 


© is 


L 
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* is fallen upon me. Fearfulnels and tretnbling 
<are 'come upon me, and horror hath ovyer- 
< whelmed me ; and I ſaid, O that T had wings. 

like a Deve ! for then would T flee away, and b: 
at reſt : Lo, then. would 1 wander far off, and re- 
main in. the Wilderneſs ; T would haſten my : eſcape 
from the Fiery ſtorm and Tempeſt. Deſtroy, 0 
Lord, and divide their tongues, for I have ſeen vio- 
lence and ſtrife in the City. Day and Night they 
g0 about it, upon the walls thereof ; miſchief alſo 
and ſorrow are in the midſt of it. Wickedneſs is un 
the midſt thereof ; deceit and guile depart not from 
ber ſtreets. For it was not an Enemy that reproach- 
ed me; (an open profeſſed, and known Ene- 
my) then 1 could have born it ; neither was it he 
that hated me, that did magnifie himſelf againſt me ; 
then T would have hid my ſelf from him. But it was 
"Thou, a man mine Equal, (a Man according to my 


rank, as the Margin reads it) my. Guide and 


mine Acquaintance : We took ſweet .( ounſel together, 
and walked to the Houſe of God in company.. You 


ſee, what a copious and patherical deſcription 


he gives of his imminent Danger and Trou- 
bles. See now his Reſolution under all This ; 
the Sanctuary. he betakes himſelf unto, ver. 
16, Cc. As for me, I will call upon God, and the 
Lord ſhall ſave me.” Evening and Morning and at 
Noon 


” Ps At woavilt ver. ks, 


Now pe} I pray and cry aloud, and. be, ſhal hea. 
1: yoice: . Hei bath deliver'd my.Soul in. peace from 
the: Battail that was againſt. me; for there were 
many wiihiner: | He reckon'd upon God alone 
as a; mighty and ſtrong Hoſt, and from his 
former experience he concludes for the Future | 
Yea' even God,. that endureth for ever ( the ſame 


God- ſtill) ſhall hear me, and bring them down, 


even to the Pit of DeſtruBtion. * - Again, P/al. 86. 

Bow'down thine ear, O -Lord, (faith he). hear me, 
for. T' am poor and needy. Preſerve my Soul, for. T 
am Holy, (thine. Anointed, one whom thou fa- 
' Vogreſt, as the Margin. hath it) 0 thou my God, 

ſave thy ſervant that truſteth in thee. Be merciful 
unto me, 0 Lord, for” 1 cry unto thee daily (or, all 
the day); Rejoite the Soul of thy. ſervant ; for an- 
to: thee, O Lord, do T lift: up my ſoul. This, we 
ſee, was his devout Practice. Then, for his 
Reſolution ſo to continue, verſ. 7. In the Day 
of my Trouble 1 will- call upon thee, for thou wilt 
anſwer me. .1 will turn you but to one place 
more, Pal. 116. which begins with an heat 

| Profeſſion of his Aﬀections to God from the 
ſenſe. of his Mercies and Deliverances ;'( as 
this 1.8*" Pſaln doth;) I love the. Lord,; becauſe 
he hath - beard my voice, and my ſupplication be- 


Ries he hath inclined his ear unto me, (which ſuppo- 
D ſeth 


b 


| 
h 


fr 
i$4* 
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ſeth his former practice of This Religious dury) 


Therefore will T call upon him as long as 1 ive, 


Jam. 5.13, 
Pſal. go. x5. 


( in my days, faith the Margin, vis; all the days 
of my trouble, diſtreſs, and calarrtity more 
eſpecially.) And fo he goes on to fortifie his 
Reſolution by a further Commemoration of 
his former practice This way, and the bleſſed 
fuccels of it. The- ſorrows of Death compaſſed 
me," and the pains of Hell gat hold upon me, (as 
we have it alſo in the 18*" Pfabn,) I found 
trouble and ſorrow ; then called T upon the Name 
of the Lord; O Lord, I beſeech thee, deliven. my 
Soul. Gractous ts the Lord and righteous ; yea-our 
God is merciful. The Lord preſerveth the ſimple, 
( the plain, honeſt, upright man, who reli- 
eth on him, when he is void of counſel to 
help himſelf ) I was brought low, and He help- 
ed me. Fr. 
There is nothing certainly more proper in 
a Time of Aﬀiction, Calamity and Trouble, 
than this Religious praftice of Calling upon the 
Lord. Is any among you afflifted ? * faith St. James, 
let him pray. Call upon me ( faith God himſelf )- 
in the day of trouble ; T will deliver thee, and thou 


ſhalt glorifie me. Such therefore was the' mel” 


2 King 19. 3,4- age of King Hezekiah unto Tfatah the Prophet. 


is is a day of trouble and rebuke and blaſphemy, 
| where: 


_— = A A 


PsaL mM xvii. verſ. 2. 19 - 
Wherefore lift up thy Prayer for the Remnant that 


#5 teft 

Even Nature art ſuch a time of exttemity 
prompts us to this piece of Religion. The 
Atheiſtical, Poer acknowledgeth it to be the 
common Practice of Mankind ;* © 


\.., —>———— Multog; mm rebus IF | 
 trins advertunt animos ad Relligionem. 


Me in ' their Pains and Adyerſities are very 
apt' to- cry qurt, Lord help us | This the Pro- 
phet notes” in' a people that were otherwite 
forgerful\ of God: \ Lord; in trouble Bave they vis 
fitet” thee ; they have powed' out-a Prayer when thy 
was upon them. Like as a woman” with 
Child, that draweth near the time of her delive- 
rance, and cryeth' ovit in ber pangs, fo have we been 
in er wht, 0 Lord. You have many Inftances 
er in Pſal. 107. how men- cry unto God 
n in Ther troubles, and he delivereth and [aveth them 
out of their Diftreſſes particularly ot them who 
2 down to: the Sea m Ships 3 - when the ſtermie 
wind ariſeth, and they arear their wits ends, 
Verf. 17, 2.8. Then they cry unto the Ford bv eheis 
tronble, Hence we have a common Proverb; 


cit opare; diſcat navigare : ' He that kno 
= Pray, ler' hind 'to Sea'; where ou 


D 2 - fight 


LY» 1: 3» 


' Ifa. 26, 16,17» 
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jonals I. 5: 


Verle 6. 


Verie 14. 


Matth, 8. 


Lib. I. Pe 17+ 


fight of ſo many Dangers, ready to {allow 
up and devour him, is ſuppoſed to Le ſuffici- 
ent to teach him This Leſſon. UnleG he 
bave contracted an unnatural Hardneſs, and 
(enſleſne(s both of God and Death, the Fears 
of Shipwrack will awaken him co Prayer. The 
Mariners, weread,in the ſtorm, cryed every man to 
his God, and the Ship- maſter comes to Jonah, and 
fuck unto him, What meaneſt thou, O. ſleeper ? 
ariſe, call upon thy God, if ſo. be that God will 
think upon us,that we periſh not.. And we find them 
all afterwards, importunately ar their Prayers. 
They cryed unto the Lord and ſaid, we beſeech thee, 
0 Lord, we beſeech thee. The Diſciples in. a 
Tempeſt awaken our Bleſſed. Saviour, faying, 


Lord , ſave us, We per ſh. 


This, I ay, is the natural and conſtant 
Practice of. All that have any regard.to-them- 
ſelves or ſenſe of a. Deity, that have not ſinn'd 
themſelves into a blockiſh tupidity, paſt feel- 
ing, in: the time of imminent Troubles and 
Dangers. and. Calamities, to call upon God. 
And. this is urged by Safvian as, a trong Con- 
viction againſt the Denyers of God Almighty $ 
Providence. [_ Cur. ad celum quatidie manus tendi= 

mus ? &c. | © Why rather our. hands 
; daily towards Heayen 2 > Why ſeek we. the. 
. © Mercy 


27-6 Cn EI YL __ 


Ps arm xviti-verſ. 2. 2TI 


PREY wn COIL a 


an ” 
Br — 
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{Mercy of God: by our repeated” Prayers ? * 
© Why do we run to Temples and'/Churches ?- 

< Why do. we ſupplicate on 'our knees before 

© Altars.? |, Nulla. enim: nobis eſt ratio. precandi, 
fi ſpes tollitur impetrands, 7} © We bave no ceafor 
© at all-to:pray, ifwe- have no. hope- left us | 
© of ſpeeding. by it. . And che Heathen: Seneca; 
before - him, managed. this argurtnt- againſt 
the; Epicurtans, : who allowd of fyck; kind of 
inſighificant:;Deities, : who Hheinher heard! nor 
regarded the...Prayers of. their Supplicants: 

[ Nec jn bunc furozem' omnes quortales '\conſenfiſſent. 2 #1. 4 
lloguendi ſuida[nunind £25 iwefficaces Dior Jud It ® 

© 18:09; Ways likely; os credible, rfaitb Heprhar 

© all mortals ſhould.:conſent together inifuch 

© a Point - of; Madneſs: asthisds; contininllyito- 

© call, upon teat Gods; rand} luch a5 cam:!Do'- 
*nathing for:themi'o 56dce rf 115} bees bg ne 

. Nevertheleſs, ic muſt be- granted, that all 

who call upon: God, - do. not ſpeed in their 
Requeſts ; | becaule; -as' St." James: fhrachs.\it, ccbey jap. 4. 2. 
' dsk*amifs:c,iNe! ask and receive nat, faith he, be-- 
came ye: asR; amiſs, And therefore-it will: be 
requiſite, before I leave this ſubje&; ro ſhew: 
you briefly what) are. che” qualifications: 'of : ſach 
4,Calling:upon God, as we may: be..afſured: 
of-the Goodeffects of... |  Hetiey 

Thele - 


22 


AS ermaen on 


- -Theſs Gln nqw are reducible unto 


Three heads... 


"The Euft, concerning the OBject of our 
Invocazjon,:. cvhora we are toccall upon. "That 
muſt-be-the-Laxd; and the:Lotd'onuly.. 

Secondly; As to the” Perſon Praying ; 
raul be Righteous, at leaſt in the Evangolia 

ce; that®,:a True Pentexs. 

kids, As torches .Prayer or avoratiod 
ir-felf, That:mmuft be with Hlunility and Re 
erence ; with Faith ;: with Sincerity; with Fer- 
wvency' 3. with Charity ;- wich: Parſeverance; with! 


a due Subniffim:to-the. Divine Will ; : tendred 


up. to: Godin the: Nene of Chrift'; and/attend- 


ed with Endequours agreeable. to. our Prayers. 
;ſhalblictle more:than touch upon the par- 


| ticulars) they ave ſo-many;;' wad I would nor 


prevent my ſelf in what elſe remains: But 


yer it. 'is plainly neceſlary, that F ſay ſome- 
what of tham, becauſe without attendance 


unto Theſe::things,' our Prayers. will: certajnly 
prove. ineffectual, -and'vain Oblations. And * 


as __ you know, not at all, as to no pur- 


| Eirſt-then, The Object: of. our Invocation 
muſt, be the Lord Jehovah, the Tirue- and: 
Living God, and none belides him. Twill call 
on 


Ps a 61M xvitic. ver. 2. 23 


on the Lord. Prayer is a piece of Divine -wot- 
ſhip peculiar unto God, and which we cannot 
without-petit of Idolatry give unto'any other. 
And therefore it is one of the Arguments, uſed 
by the Antient Farhers as well as Modern Di- :' * 
yines, to prove the: Deity: of our: Bleſſed Saviour ; 

becauſe. we 'are taught ro Call npon his Name. 

So we read of St. Stephen, 'T hey ſtoned Stephen 48 5. 55- 
calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my 

Soul! Saying, Lord Fefus, he called upon God. 

Thar is, owned his Deity. And: this is the 
Paraphraſe, - whereby Chriftians were at firſt 

known. [They that called on this Name. All that *#-9:14-2t- 
im every: place-catt. on the "Name: of otty Loyd Jeſus 435 ccany 
Chriſt. (Carmen Chriſto, quaſi Deo, dicere ſettm £ 10. Ep: 97: 
mvicem. As Pliie reports of them.) Whatſo- 

ever we Religiouſly call upon, 'we either find 

or make a' God to- our ſetves; by that very in- 

vocatiort. | Br cn 

Fhe Lord then is He, whom we are to di- 

rect onr+ Prayers uato; the Living God, arid 
not:DeadIdok ; the'Eord of all,” and not any 

of his Creatores, nor'the beſt of them, Saifts 

or Angebs. | 

As for Idols, you may remember what El- 

jab faidito Baat sPriefts, Call: y8-on the Name of 1 King 18.24- 
your Gods ; and” F with call" on- the Name of the 
| Lord. 


A Gar ermon ion. : 


Verle 29. 


Pal. 11 5s 


Plal. 135. 


| Pai. 2 Ts 75 3. 


Fe. n. 8: = fuges : The Pride of Iſrael, faith- the Prophet, 


_Lord. — they called on. the Name: pr 
Baal, ,we read, . from morning evenuntil noon, {ay- 


ing; 0:Baal bear, or anſwer us. | Blit there:Wwasino 


voice, -meither any that anſwered. And; Eljab 


mocks them upon it. - Cry aloud, for he is a God, 


he 4 talking (or meditateth, chars, iv a, deep 
ſtudy). or be-is purſumg, or he:is1m @ journey, or 
peradventure be- feepeth and -muſt be ; awaked. 
Their 1dols, faith the Plalmiſt of the Heathen, 
are Sibver aud Gold, - the work of mens bands. 
T hey: have mouths, but they ſpeak: not; eyes: have 
they,. but they ſee not ; ears, but they bear not, 8c. 


They that make thim are like unto, them :: ſois every 


'* nei that tr uſteth imn:them.-* 0- Tfrael truſt thou m 
- the: Lord; He us their Help and their Shield, &c. 


q. d. Aid and Defence is to be had from Hin 


: and from him only. 


We-muſt renounce all Confidence ahd. De- 
pendence upon any other thing whatſoever. Some 
truſt in Chariots, and ſome m Horſes; : but we will 
remember the Name of the Lord, our God, T hey 


are brought down "and fallen, but: we' are riſen and 
r-ov, 12, 10. ſtand uprig ioht. The Name of the Lord is a ſtrong- 


Tower ; "the > NE runneth mto it ,- and 1s 


hoe. 
God' is' olicaded: hk we. foe other Re- 


teſtifieth 


Ps arm xviii wer. 22 25 


teſt ifieth to his. Face, and they ds not return to the 
Lord their God, -nar ſeek Ham far all this.  Epbras 
im alſo is like a. filly Dove without heart ; They call 
. to Egypt ; They go to Aſſyria, &c. Thus ſaith the Jer. t1- 5,6, 
the Lord, Curſed be the man, that truſteth in man, ' 
and maketh fleſh-bis arm, . and whoſe beart departeth 

the Lord. For be. ſhall be \like\ the Heath in 
the Deſert, - &Cc. Bleſſed be the man, who truſteth 
in the. Lord, and whoſe bope the Lord is. For he 
ſhall 'be. as a. Tree: planted by the Waters, 8c. Ic 
is the Character. of the. Ungodly; Lo, This «5 Pll. 52. 8. 
the man, that took not God for his Strength, but px 
truſted unto the. multitude of his Riches F. — {See Pli 6a 
., Neither may we call upon Saints or - Angels © 
to help. us, for they are all God's Creatures g.,. ,,. .c. 
and Servants as well as we ; they refuſe this —2* 5: 
Worſhip at our hands, and bid us give it unto 
God only, whom they together with us a-- 
dore. IT may here uſe the words of Eliphaz 
(whichyyet ſome of the Romiſh Church have Chemie Pa 
been {o abſurd, as to quote for the invocation 1.2.c.2. | 
of Angels) Call now, if there be. any that will an- jg», x. 
fer thee; and to which of the Saints wilt thou 
turn ? | | © | 
| Secondly, As to the perſon invocating, he 
muſt be'Righteous, at leaſt in the Goſpel ac- 4 
ceptation, that is, a ſincere and hearty Peni- 
| E tent. 


—  — 
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John 9.3L, 


Prov. 1 5s. 8-- 
29. 


Pal. 50. 
Prov. 1.23,%c. 


28. 9. 


Ifa. 1. 15, &Cc- 


Verlſ. 19, 20» 


Ch, 55. 6, 7. 


Ch 58.4 


A... 


tent. For God beareth; not .Sauners, viz, . Such: as 
continue in-a couple:of Sin. Fhe Prayer, or = 


crifice of the wicked'is\an abonimation to bim.;. oInta: 


the wicked: ſaith God, Wh.;t haſt thou to do'ta take 


my Covenant mto thy mouth, ſeeing thou Pateſt to: 
be reformed? 'Fo-luch:he'threatens; They ſhall 
call-upon me, . but I will.not anſwer. Fe that turn» 
- away bis Ear from . hearing the Law, his Pray- 

er ſhall be an abomination. To ſuch he faith a- 
gain,” When ye ſpread forth your Hands, I will 


' hide mine Eyes from you : lea, when ye make many 


Prayers, T will not hear. Your Hands are full of 
Blood. Waſh you, make you clean: put. away: the 
evil of your domgs from before mine” Eyes 2 Ceaſe to 
do Evil, kearn to do Well: feek Judgment, relieve 
the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherlefs , plead for the 
Widow. Come now, and let us reaſon Lear faith 
the Lord. har 1 is, upon theſe terms, and no_ 0s 
ther, we'may meet as Friends. if Je be willmg 
and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the Land ; but, 
if ye refuſe and Rebel, ye fhall be devoured with 
the Sword; for the Co of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
Seek the Lord, while be may be found: call ye upon 
bim, while he is near; but to that end, let the 
Wicked il orſake his way, and the Unnrighteous man his 

wohts, 8&c. Then fhalt-thou call, and the. Lord 

"; anſwer : Thou ou ay, and be ſpall fay, Here 


—_ LR 


| Ps a4 0 RvBi. Wwerſ. 2. 2 27. 


Fam. : Tm takeſt of  theomilſtof thee the Yoak, Verſe 6. 
8x! & bands: of > Wickedneſs before': ſpok- 
-eN of; "Tis the' Prayer: ofa; R niiceous ian that Jam- 5: 15. 
availeth. This:our Plalmiſt was: very'ſenſible 
-of ; | Therefore, ſaith he, 7 will waſh-mine hands 
in Trnoceuce;.' ſo will:T'compoſs thine \ Altar, 'O:Lord., Pal. 26. 6. 
'T. be. Eyes of. the. Lord are upon the Rivhteous, and bis —44. 13. 
Ears are open to their Prayers. \'if 1 Regard Iniquity —5s, 8. 
in. my Heart, 'the Lord willmot\ hear me.) 'And.in 
this very Plaln, The Lord rewarded me according Pal. 18.20. 
to my: Righteouſneſs, according to'the cleanneſs of my 
hands hath. he.recompenſed me : For I have kept the 
ways of the Lord; -and bave -not.wickedly departed 
from my God; (or not-departed)from -my\God, 
_ as:the wicked doth) for alt his judgments are before 

me, and; T did not put his Statutes from me. - I was 

alſo upright before him, .and kept my ſelf. from mine a 
oo = 54 jr rene} ——— jif-ſrom win fps 121 
Therefore hath 'the Lord recompenſed me ) according 
to my Righteouſneſs, according to the —_— E 
LT Hands in-his Eye-ſight. 

And yet this P/alm.was: moſt probably: 1m- 
dited (if we keep to the: ſeries:of the: Hiſtory, See Dr, H.in 
where 'tis'firſt recorded, 2 Sim:'22:) afternthe =* | 
Commiſſion of thoſe great :Sins!of. Adultery 
with. Hriah's Wife, making him/Drunk,' con- 
_ his Death, and Living'for-ſome conk- 

E 3 '_ derable 
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Na. 29. 13: 


Jam. &+ 6. 
zPet. $5. $4. 


Pfal. LD 12 
»— 10, I7. 
eb 22, 29. 


derable time, before Nathan came rohim from 
God under this guilt. Theſe many expreflions 
therefore of his Univerſal Uprightnefs muſt be 
Interpreted and Underſtood, as the Scripture 
elſewhere ſpeaks, with the exception of that 
mater of Mriab, 1 Kimes 15.5. David did that 
which was right m the Eyes of the Lord, and turned 
wot aſide from any thing that he commanded him, all 
the days of his life, = only im: the matter . of Uriah: 
the Hittite. \ And we are farther to.remember,, 
Thar, for that too, he had Repented before 
the Compoſure of this P/alm. And Repent- 
ance, when ſincere, reſtores to God's Fayour 
and Acceptance, as if we were Innocent. 

Thirdly, For the Prayer or Invocation it 
ſelf, that muſt be the Exerciſe of all forts of 
Graces, and not the Labor of our Lips only.. 
Bur, more eſpecially, this Holy: Incenſe muſt 
have theſe following perfumes in it. 

(1) It muſt be with Humility and Reve- 
rence. With Humility, in a deep ſenſe of 
our Unworthinels and Diſtance from God, as 
Creatures, but much more as Sinners. Noone 
loves a proud Begger. Such God: is faid to: 
look on afar off : But he giveth Grace, ſhew- 
eth Favour to-the Humble. He heareth the de- 
fire of the Humble, and: will not forget their Cry, 
but will [ave them. And 


Ps a1 Mm xvii. verſe 2. | 


And then there muſt be a Reverence to- 
Thar Majeſty which we approach unto. "That 
is 2 Due, we know, to all our Betters. | See 
Malachi 1. 8.'] Let us therefore have grace, 
whereby we may ſerve God acceptably, with reverence cbr. 12. 28. 
and godly fear. Jr | 

(2) With Faith. Without Faith it is impoſſeble #b- 1+: 6. 
to pleaſe God; for he that cometh unto God, muſt 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him. So St. James directs. 
Jf any of you lack Wiſdom, let bim ask of God, who-Jam. t. 5, 6: 
giveth to all men liberally ; but let him ask in Faith, | 
nothing wavering : where yet Faith feems to 
import rather a ſtedfaſt adhering to the Chri- Seer. a. is: 
{tian Profeſſion, than a. General Belief of God's ** 
Being, Attributes, or Promiſes. 

(3) With Sicerity. Not out of feigned lips, or 
Lips of Deceit ; but in Truth. The Lord is nigh a 17-1: 
nnto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon nas. 18: 
him in Truth, or Faithfully. And this is that which 
the Prophet Iſaiah expreſſeth by calling on-God 
with all the heart. Then: ſhall ye call upon-me, and ye 9: "% 
ſhall go and pray unto. me, and I will bearken unto 
ou; andye ſhall ſeek me, and find me, when ye ſhall 
ſearch for me with all. your: heart. And St.. Paul 
ſtyles it, Calling on the Lord out of a pure (that js, 2 Tim- 2. 2 


= 
an-honeſt and upright) beart.. 


2P 


(4) With. 
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Gal. 4. 18. 


if. 64+ 7” 


x Cor. 13. 1,3. 
Matth. $. 


Pſal. 18. 25. 


Jam. 2. 13. 


(4) With Zeal and Fervencie. . For it is good 
alwayes, faith the Apoſtle, to be zealouſly affett- 
ed in a good matter : Bur he that asks coldly, 
reachech another to deny his Requeſts. 'We 
can never think or hope, that God will at- 
rend to thoſe cold and droufie Prayers, which 
we hardly attend unto, or mind' our ſelves in 
the utterance of them. *Tis the fervent Prayer 
of a righteous man that availeth much. Our Bleſſed 
Saviour ſpeaks a Parable, to learn us the Force 
of Importunity, both with God and Man, 
St. Luk. 18. We are topray as thoſe that are 
in good earneſt, and ſenſible of the Great 


| Concerns we call upon him about; and there- 


fore to excite and ſtirre up all the Powers of 
our Souls thereunto, that we be not among 
Thoſe, of whom the Prophet complains, 
There is none that calleth upon thy Name, that ſtirreth 
up himſelf to take hold on Thee. | 

(3) With Charitie; for without This we are 
nothing, and nothing profits us. But Bleſſed are 
the merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercie. With the 
merciful Thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf merciful, ſaith our 
Plalmiſt. But he ſhall have Judgment without 
mercie, "who hath ſhewed no mercie ; With the 


ſame meaſure we mete to others, God will 


meaſure to us again. And therefore he faith, 


Give 


muy” -_ _ TS > AG.” — Coo 


Ps ar m xvuh verſ. 2. 3I 


Give andit ſhall be given to you. Forgive and it, 

' ſhall be forgiven. But if ye forgive. not, neither | 
will' your Heavenly Father forgive you. If thou 
bring thy gift to the Altar ; go thy way, firſt be 
reconciled to thy Brother, &c. Whoſo ſtoppeth his pov. 21. 13. 
ears at "the Crie of the Poor, be alſo ſhall crie him 
ſelf, and ſhall not be heard. 

(6) We muſt continue our Importuniry 

with Perſeverance, without Fainting and grow- 
ing weary; not contenting our ſelves with 
having once petitioned, but following on our F255 
Suir, and waiting patiently ſtill upon God from #5. 3,46. 
day to day, untill he have Mercy upon us. 
To this purpoſe our Bleſſed Saviour ſpake a 
Parable, That men ought alwaies to pray, and not 
to Jamt. : 

m_ yet, (7) Ve muſt pray with a due 
Submiſſion of our ſelves unto God's Will and 
Wiſdom, not confining him to any particular - 
ways or methods of qur own deviſing. 


Permittes ipſis expehdere Numinubus, Quid 
Conveniet nobis rebhq; fit utile noſtris. 


Luk. 18. 


Remarkable was the Reſignation of King Da- 
vid's Spirit unto God /Almighty's pleaſure. If 
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delight im Thee ; behold here am I, let him da to me 
as feemcth good unto him. *T'is the Petition "our 
Bleſſed Saviour hath taught us, Thy will be 
done ; and ſuch was his own Example to- us : 
Father, if it be poſſible let This Cup paſs from me. 
Nevertheleſs not what . T will, (not as I will) but 
Thy will be done. We muſt own that God is 
Righteous in whatſoever befalls us, and be 
ready to apologize for his Providence. *Tis 
of his Mercie alone that we are not conſumed, 
57 our only Hope is, That his Compaſſtons 

all not. | 
7 ($8) We muſt be ſure that we tender up 
| our Requeſts unto God in the prevailing Name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, his Beloved Son, our Great 
and only High-Prieft, Mediator and. Advo- 
cate; by whom we have received the Atonement, 
Pan. 9. 17,18. and who ever liveth to make interceſſion. Not for 
our Righreoufeſs ſaith the Prophet Daniel, bur 
for the Lord's ſake ; | Propter Chriſtum, as Caſta- 
lio there notes, |] ſo we are taught to conclude 
all our Prayers. The Dire&ion and Encou- 
ragement comes from our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
Joh. 14-13.14- ſelf : Whatſoever ye ſhall ack in my Name, that 
T will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If ye ſhall ask any thing in my Name, I will-do it.--- 
Gal.3-17- Do dll therefore in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, (aith 


the 


ECO 


che Apoſtle, giving thanks to God and the Father 
by Big o<. 29995 callter 11010 lb NeSnR, 
: Laſtly, Our Prayers muſt be followed with 
ſuitable Endeavours. We muſt not - only Ak, 
but- ſeek and Knock too ; that is, enquire after 
the moſt probable and likely "Means, and be 
diligent and induſtrious to remove the /Inpe- 
diments in. our way ; as a Reverend Perfon in- wr. awoke 
geniouſly Gloſſerh on Thoſe words. We mult $75e nitep 
be- like- the Good Pilot, that hath his hand' to $#:4#1vs Hite. 
the Helm, \as well as his Eyeto Heaven. We 
muſt not be lazy and idle Petitioners ; like 
the Countrey-man in the Fable, that content= 
ed himſelf barely with crying out ro Hercules 
to help -him-out of the mire. Remarkable 
iS That 'of Nehemiah : Nevertheleſs we made a Nehem: 4. v. | 
Prayer unto our God, ſaith he, and ſet a Watch 
againſt them, (the Enemies) day and night becauſe 
of them. "Tis an excellent Rule of Hierocles: 
+ 0 epyago puta, % Cuxaoph!, % 9 cuxapile x evepyop, | In Pythag. 
What we endeavour, let us pray for ; and what wet 
pray for, let us alſo endeavour. There muſt be 
all along , ſaith he, Ks ous % © anvNTs erwors, | 
an union of Prayer and ' Endeavour ; we muſt 
neither be for | 4% «per, ] an Atheiſtical and 
-Godleſs or graceleſs Endeavour,nor | =vipyriy conn, 
an Idle and-maperative Prayer oo 0 
| F New 
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Mat 17. 21» 


Joel 2; 


Now: having {aid thus ravch of the Gene- 
ral Qualifications, which muſt accompany, our 
Calling. upon-/Gpd; to - render - it: ſuccefleful : 
Let me yet annex 1wo more, that are yery pro- 
per to.our fublick Devotion : And fo our Prayers 
_ ſtill be the more prevalent, if axrended. 

(1) With Faſtme. And,” 
2) With Unmimnty. 

Firſt, Faſting is to be added unto Prayer, both 
as a. Means co render us more attentive and fer- 
vefit in the fame, and as a Teſtimony of our 
Humiliation before God in the Conteſſion of 
our Sins, and judging our ſelves-unworthy to be 
any longer ſuſtained in Life by God, chaſtening 
ahd-aflicting our Souls in his preſence, by vo- 
luritary Penance, for our manifold Tranſgrefſi- 
ens and Excefles. There are ſome Devils not 
to be'caſt out, but by Prayer and'Faſting, as ous 
Bleſſed Saviour acquaints us. And we may 
well reckon the Devil of cruel Treachery and, 
Perfidionſnels in that number. This hath {we 
the conſtant way of the Church of God in all 
great Exigencies, by- Faſting together with 
Prayer to call upon God, as you may read in 
Ezxa, Nehemiah, Eſther, I/aiah, Daniel, &c. Turn 
Je-to me, faith the Lord by his Propher Joel, with 
all your heart, and with Faſtmg, and with Weeping, 

2 | and 
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and with Mourning ; and, rent your Heart and not 

- Jour Garment,. || that is, not ' your Garment" only. 

Let there not be only the external ſigns. of 

blumiliation and Mourning, but the Thing 

ſignified by them; both Sign and Thing figs 

nified together ; | who knoweth if he will return 

and repent, and leave a Bleſſing behind him ? | This, 

to be ſure, is the likelieſt way of ſpeeding : } 

He addes therefore, Blow the Trumpet im Sion, 

fanftifie a Faſt, call a ſolemn Aſſembly ; Gather 

the People, ſanftifie the Congregation, aſſemble the 

' Elders : Gather the Children, and thoſe that ſuck 

the Breaſts: Let the Bridegroom go forth of his 

Chamber, and the Bride -out of her Cloſet :. Let the 

Prieſts the Miniſters of the Lord weep betwees the 

Porch and the Altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy 

peaple,, 'O Lord. . Where we find, That the 

_ Faſt muſt be general, when we call upon 

God for a General Bleſſing; and all that: are 

concerned in the Effe&, ſhould be alſo in the 

Means to it. And whatever fome-vain peo- 

pleijudge of.the needleſneſs or indifference of ' 

Faſting, -God-.takes it extremely ill, it any ww 

der.publick Calamities comply not -with this 

Preſcription. . In-tbat day, faith the Prophet; ,. . 

did the Lord iGod of Hoſts cdll 0: weeping -and to ay + 

iourning, and to' baldneſs; 'and to  girding with 
* F-2 Sack- 


OR. 
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-Sackcloth:; and Behold Joy and Gladueſs, ſlaying 
.Oxen and killing Sheep, eatmg Fleſh' and drinking, 
'Wine.-----" And it was revealed m mine ears by. the 


Lord of Hoſts, ſurely "This miquity ſhall not be purged 


from you, till ye dee, ſaith the Loxd God of. Hoſts. 
Secondly, We are to-call upon God with 
Conſent and Unanmity, that we” may: be as 
joint Supplicanrs, belieging Heaven, as it were, 
with .an_ holy Violence in our united fmpor- 
tunities for Mercy. So the Prophet Zephaniah 


Zeph. 3-9 hath it, That. they may call upon the Name: of the —_ 


Lord, to ſerve him with one conſent, or with one 
ſhoulder. And thus we read of the Primitive 
Aft. 2.1. Chriſtians; They were all | 29%vug9w, | with one 
accord in one place. And, when St. Peter was 
Gb 12. $12. 10 Priſon, Prayer . was made without ceaſmg (or 
inſtant and earneſt Prayer was. made ) of the 
Church unto God for him.--- Fany were gathe- 
xed together Praymg. To ſuch Aſſemblies now, 
2s Theſe, that Promiſe of our Bleſſed: Sayi- 
Met. 18.19,20- OUr Teacheth with Advantage : T ſay unto you, 
that, if Tivo of- you ſhall agree on Farth touching 
any thing that they. ſhall - ask,---— For, where 'Tivo 
or Three. are. gather d together in my Name, there 
am T in the midſt: of them. Much more then; 
where- there are many T'wo's and 'Fhree's, a: 
whole- Nation, at: the fame. time- upon their 


knees. 
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| knees together. (if other requiſits are not want- 
ing). may they: be. ſure of obtaining; that thing, 
which they ask in particular, or ſomewhat 
better in the room. of it. 

This is the advantage of- publick and com- 
mon Prayers , (ja 8p, «5 ws, Tonatins). calling 
upon God in and with. his Church, that he 
would fend both. King and People help from 
his Sanfary, and ſtrengthen-them our ob Sion. Ph. 20. 
_ And thus much. now for the ſecond point, 
the-Duty or Practice here reſolved upon, call- 
ing upon.the Lord, with: thoſe ſeveral qualifi- 
cations which will render it moſt. effe&tual and: 
ſucceſsful. | 

' It remains in the Third place, that I add a 
few words alſo of the ſpecial Character nn- 
nexed._ unto. the object of our P/almiſts invoca- 
tion, Who is worthy to be praiſed. 'T will call on 
the Lord who is worthy. to be _ 

The word is capable of a double rendring; 
Who is worthy to be praiſed, or whom T praiſe. And: 
accordingly Expoſitors render it differently ;: 
| but both waies to a purpoſe very fit to:be ob- 
ſexved. diligently by us | hxxii. xVewor. awghbs inv 
2. Sam.. 2.2. but here, 4m» emgaopa, and: the: 
Lat. accordingly, Invocabo. Dominum. laudabilems 
vel laudatum.:. &: laudans inyocabo. | | 

| (9) F 
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(1) 1 will call on the Lord: "who is (Omni lands 
digniſſimus) worthy of all Praiſe ;- the moſt lovely 


Object of Veneration. And lo it trains us up 


to the higheſt thoughts of that Adorable Ob- 


je&t we call upon. Worthy to be praiſed, is 
the Sum and Abſtract of all his Perfe&tions 
together; and therefore prompts us to Ap- 
proach unto him with Good aff Valuable 
Thoughts of him: not as a cruel Tyrant, 
delighting in his Creatures Miſeries and Tor- 
ments: not as an hard Maſter, with-holding 
from his Servants, more than is meet; but a 
moſt Gracious Lord, as willing as he is able to 
Help and Relieve us; a moſt Indulgent Fa- 
ther, as far above all Earthly Parents in Wil 


dom, Power, goodneſs and readinels to hear, - 


and ſupply his Childrens wants, as Heaverr is 
above Earth. - | . 
And here I might obſerve to you farther, 
that it is the Holy Prudence of Pious Men, 
frequently exemplified in Sacred Writ, to call 
upon God under fiich Appellations, Titles, or 
Attributes as are moft agreable to rhe macter 
of their preteht Petition, and fitteſt 'to Ani- 
mate and-Encourage their 'Hopes of receiving 


from him. So doth the P/alniſt here'in; &f- 


fect, IT will call n'the Lord, who is worthy to be 
, praiſed, 


* 


upon him with Praiſes. - So *R. Sol. Praifing him 3s we. 
' With Prayers. So Apollmarius. i. e. joyning of 
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praiſed, viz, as for his Power and Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs at all times, fo for his:abundant Mer- 
cy, which I have already had a frequent ex- 
perience of, &c. 

(2) I will call upon him, a#hom-T alſo praiſe, 
tendring up. my Thanksgivings far mercies al- 
_ beſtowed, while I offer np afreſh Petiths 
ens for renewed fayours from. him ; and thus 
gathering encouragement, from what I have 
already received, to continue my Dependence 


L- 4 
chearfully upon him, and Faith in him for the” , _ 


 furure. There is.a great conſent of Interpre- 


ters this way. I will praiſe the Lord and call up- 
on him; So the Arabic. It a Song or: Hymn 1 


pour: out Prayers. So the Chaldee. I will call net 


Praiſes and-Requefts, Doxologies and Leranies 
together. When I ſhall. have \praiſed bim firſt for 


bis paſt Benefits, I will then call upon-him for thoſe 


Jet to come. Soa Latm M..S. Having celebrat- 
ed the Lord with theſe Encomium's , (viz, of the 
precedent Verle) I will now- call upon hm. So 
Clarins. Irvocabo laudatum. JT will call upon 
him being praiſed, that is, in a Poetical Phraſe, Dr. =. 
I will firſt praiſe him, and then-call upon. him. He 


 fignifies hereby, as Mr. Calvin Notes, -| preces | 


ſus 
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Dr. H. Par. 


efuas laudibus miſtas fore | Thathis Prayers ſhall 


be mingled with Praiſes and Thanksgivings, 
according to.that of the 116 Pſalm, I will take 
the Cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name of the 


Lord, Verl. 13. And again, Offer the Sacri- 


fice of T hankſgiving, and «call on the Name of the 
Lord, Verl. 17. Sos the Apoſtolical Dire&i- 
on. In every thing by Prayer and- Supplication, 
with Thanksgiving, let your requeſts be made known 
to God. We are at the ſame time to teſtific 
both our Gratitude and Dependence ; and Thank- 


fulneſs for what we have received, is one ef- 
 letual way of obtaining what we want. 1 


will therefore call on the Lord with a grateful ac- 
knowledgment of his former Goodneſs, gathering en- 
couragement from thence ſtill to continue my Petiti- 


ns unto him, who hath already ſo well deſerved of 


me. T he Mercies he. bath vouchſafed me | hitherto 
are not only ſo many Eflaies of his power and readi- 
neſs to relieve me, but alſo ſo many Pawns and 
Pledges for the future ; and therefore to my Songs 
of Praiſe I chearfully add my moſt Fiumble and Eay- 
\neſt Requeſts: And, thus doing, never fail of a 
Gracious return from him. + | 
Which leades us to the ſecond part ' of the 
Text, namely, the Plalmiſt's motive to his Re- 


ſolution and PraRtice fromthe aſſured good ſac- 


of 
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+ of-ix: - So ſhall 1 be- (af from! mine Enemies. 
FD this'l Neal tk Ls or gloſs upon. 

Be mine Enemies never ſo Potent and For- 
midable; ; for Multitude, never ſo many; an 
Hoſt of Devils and Sons of Belial; for Power, 
neyer-fo' ſtrong ; for Malice, 'never (o ſpiteful 
and cruel ; be Policie, never fo cunning ; 
in their Aſaules , never ſo violent; 'in- their 
Confederacies, never ſo combined ; in their 
Plots,--never' ſo ſecret: I ſhall ,' ieverche- 
leſs, be: ſaved from them 'all, and remain'ſe- 
| cure by the Divine incerpoſure on-my behalf. 

| Dwellmg in the ſagret. place of. the' moſt" 'H i 'F pal. 91. 
ſhall abide under the ſhadow 0 the Almighty | 
ſhall 'no Evil befall "he , either" Jhall yk 
come nigh my Dwelling ; for he ſhall vive" bis Angels 
charge over me, to keep me nn "#ll- my waies, *s 
will Anſwer me, whenſoever” Teal; Will be with 

me 'in Trouble ; will Deliver \.and Honowr mei” with 
ing life will be Jatisfi me, and = me bis oy 
pation. | 

All :Salvation is of the Lord, avid he hath 
'Þþ "a peculiar regard in his ſaving Providence un- 
to Kings. It is He that giveth Salyation unto Pal. 144+ 10. 
Kings, that delivereth David-hus Servant from' the 
burtfal Sword. And the like. Acknowleds- 
ment we have in the cloſe of this 1 8" Pſalm. 

: G Great 
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Great Deliverance giveth be to his King, and ſheweth 
Mercy to his Anbinted, to David and to bus ſeed for 
ever. | Even the ſucceſſion of Anointed ones, 
the whole race of Kings throughout all gene- 
rations.) They are vrapuaczxieu preſerved by 
him, 'by whom they Reign. Bur yer God: 
expects to be ſought unto by them too ; that they 
own and acknowledge their need of his Help, 
and: put themſelves into: a capacity of receiv- 
ing it, in the moſt becoming poſture, from 
bim. Thar therefore is .the Ground: of the 
Pſalmifts Reſolution, 1 will call on the Lord, 
who is worthy to. be praiſed: ſo fpall 1 be ſafe from 
mine Fnenues. we LW: 

And, that we may all, in a proportion, ga- 
ther the like encouragement unto this Duty of 
calling upon God in our Diſtrefles agd\ Trou- 
bles, weare to remember, that he-is ſtiled in _ 
general, The bearer of Prayers, unto, whom all Fleſh 
therefore is to come; that he hath bid us Ak, 
Seek, Knock, with promiſe that he who: asketh 
ſhall receive ; and be that ſeeketh ſhall find, and to 
him that knocketh it ſhall be opened: That He 
bath aſſured, Tf we who-are Evilknow how to give 
good Gifts to our Children, much more-will He, our 
Heavenly Father: give Good. things to them that 
ask him. £Y 
And 


"Appearances of Blood and Fire, and Pillars of 


' he, wunto the Supplication of thy Servant, and of thy 


PSAL M XVili. ver. 2. 

Whoſeever ſhall call on the Name of. the Lord Joe +. 32. 
ſhall be ſaved; faith the Propher Joel, and ir is ny ge R 
thrice quoted for Cogfrmation in the New - 
Teſtament. And the promile refers to as black 
and diſmal Times, as we can well imagine, 

Viz; ſuch as attended the Siege of Jeruſalem by 
the Romans. When there were the dreadful 


Smoke, the Sun turned into Darkneſs, and the Moon 
into Blond ; even the great and terrible Day of the 
Lord come upom them. Nevertheleſs, in theſe 
circumſtances, the promile is left. Whoſoever 
ſhall call on the Name of the Lord, ſhall be Delivered. 
' And for our farther Confirmation as tothe 
publick invocation of God, with the Congrepati- 
ons of his Saints in his Holy Temple, we may 
caſt our Eyes on the ſeveral paſſages of King 
Solomon's Prayer at the Dedication of the Tem- 
ple, the Houſe: of Prayer which God himlſelt 
teſtified his Acceptance of. Hearken then, fairh King 8. 


people Iſrael, when they ſhall pray towards this place, 
and Fear thou m Heaven, and Forgive and Do, 
that all the People of the Earth may know thy Name 
to fear thee, as do thy People Tfrael, &c.. We un- 
der the New Teſtament, to be ſure, are nothing 
ſhort' of them in real Priviledges;. nay, God 
Gy hath 
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hath : reſerved ſome-better thing'\ for us." For, 
chough: we have--not their "Temple, yet' we 
have their God as near unto us in all that we 
call upon him for ; we have the Holy Spirit, 


whereby we cry. Abba Father, making inter- 


ceſſim within us ;* and we have a moſt pow- 
erful Advocate at God's right hand, Teſts 
Chriſt the righteous, by whom we may come 
with: Confidence to the Throne of Grace, that 
we may obtain Mercy and find Grace, | <s evnaueyy 
Baileaar, | for our moſt ſeaſonable Relief in the 
time of need. 


| And now I have, with what brevity Icould,. 
run. over the: Text : It remains, that I apply 


it alſo briefly to the occaſion of our preſent 


Aſſembly ; which I ſhall beſt do by giving 
you firſt a ſhort Account of Thoſe ſad and 
troubleſome Circumſtances, we are involved 
in; and then exhorting and encouraging of 
you together with my ſelf, to practiſe accord 
ing to this good example ſet before us. 
But Firſt, ic will be requiſite for us to-ſee 
and take notice of our Danger. An execrable 
Plot is by God's Gracious Providence diſco- 
ver'd and brought to light (whereof the King 


 Þinſelf hath given notice to the Parliament, 


and the Parliament upon ſuch witneſs as they 
| had 
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had before them, have apreed to declare their 


Belief 'of it.) -An execrable Plor, I ſay, ro take 


away his Majeſties Life, ſubvert the Govern- 
ment we live under, and that Proteſtant Re- 
ligion which we profeſs; And This Plorlong 
in laying, and by the Complication of many 
Intereſts deſign'd at laſt ro be brought to its 
Effect, through the Combination both. of 
Foreign Powers. and Domeſtick Treachery. 
A_Plot, wherein we have the Venom and 
poylon of all former Plots in their Quin- 
reflence put together, and which, in its exe- 
cution, was like to have been attended with 
2 General Maſlacre. A Plot, wherein our 
Adverſaries ſaid, They ſhall not know, neither ſee, 
till we come in the midſt among them, and ſlay them. 
And indeed they had found us altogether na- 
ked. We had been left without all manner 
of Protection and Defence, All Commiſſions 
expiring with the Kings Life ; and the chiek 
places pf Truſt and Importance both in 
Church and State prediſpoſed of to our ſworn 
Enemies. A Plot, the Diſcovery of which they 
fought to have prevented or diſcountenanc'd 
at its firſt appearance, by the horrid Murther 
of an Eminent Patriot imploy'd in the ſearch 
after-it. The Perſons concern'd are all Ro- 


miſh 
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miſh Agents, Prieſts and Teſuites, and others 
of that Communion, abetred with Foreign 
Powers, as I ſaid, who are Enemies both to 
our State and Religion. Theſe our Enemies 
are extremely formidable in their Number, 
cheir Malice, their Cruelty, their Confede- 
racy in Miſchief againſt us, ſo linked _ 


ther, chat it will be hard to make a full Diſco- 


very of them. Such they are as ſtand accu- 
ſed for having had an hand in moſt of thoſe 
publick and Tragical Calamities we have, 
ever ſince their defeated Powder-plot, groaned 
under. And, That which is moſt execrable, 
they a&t all in the Name of God, under a 
colour and pretence of Religion, and by yer- 
rne of the Principles of that Romiſh Faith, 


which baptizeth Rebellion, Faction, Sedition, , 


Parricide and Murther by an holy Name and 
Title. They look on us all as a Body or pack 
of Hereticks, unfit to live, with whom no 
Faith or Fealry act all is to be kept, and whom 
it is but an Act of Penance, nay, of Merit, 
to ſacrifice upon every Occaſion, with the ut- 


moſt hazard, for the promotion of what they | 


miſcall che Catholick Cauſe. This is the ſure 
of our Caſe; and, the greateſt miſchief is, we 
yet ſee not into the bottom of this Damnable 

Con- 
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Conttivance againſt us; only are left to cheſs, - 


if a little Fire is able to kindle a mighty Con- 
flagration, how diſmal and amazing Flames 
fo many Incendiaries at work are likely to 


produce, if not timely found our and pre- 
vented. They encourage themſelves in an evil vial. 64, 


miatter ; T hey commune of laymns Snares privily ; 


They jay, Who ſhall ſee ? They ſearch out iniquities ; 


The mward thaught of every one of them and the heart 


#4 deep. | 


Now let us in the next place, I beſeec!: 
you, take notice, what great realon we he 
fo bleſs God Almighty, and to praiſe his 
Name, that "This, ſo Helliſh a Plot, is {6 
far diſcovered already, inſtead of being made 
known to us only by the fatal Execution of ir. 
The. God, we Fivs. day call upon, is Worthy to be 
raiſed, .and to be for ever praiſe by us, that 
be hath hitherto prevented, and brought to. 
_ This Diabolical Wickedneſs in ſo many 


Tracks and Footſteps of it. That He hath 
"Thus far protefted and preſerved-.our moſt 


Gracious King and all his Loyal Subjects, in 
the freedom and profeffion.of the Frue Pro- 
reſtant- Religion, againſt them chat, from: 
che Youth up of our Reformation, have trou- 
bled us. The Wiſdom. and Goodneſs of Di- 
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vine Providence is particularly to be adored 


by us, that what they meant and deſigned tor 


a Terror to all, and fo to quaſh the Diſco- 
very of This Curſed Plot, ( the Murder 1 


- mean of his MVajeſties Juſtice employed about 


Examinations, ) hath been turned by God in- 
to the hopeful means of awakening others 
ro enquire into it, and thereby to make 
known their moſt impious and deteſtable 
Villanies. I 
We are to praiſe God further, ,that he 
hath put it into the Heart of our Gracious 
Sovereign, upon this occaſion, 'to ſummon us 
all rogether jointly ro Call upon God, who 
alone can ſave us, for his Bleſſing upon theſe 


ſinful and miſerable Kingdoms ; and to fur- - 


niſh us with ſo excellent a Berm of Confeſſi- 
ons, Doxologies, Leſſons and Prayers for 
the preſent purpole. That he hath incli- 
ned his Heart, in This Jun&ture, to give all 
the aſſurance that can 'be had from a Reli- 


 gious Prince to a Loyal People, of his Ma- 


jeſties Care and Zeal for the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, and the Security of it, not only du- 
ting his own deſired and happy Reign, bur 
under all that ſhall hereafter ſucceed him to 
the Worla's end. nd 


And 
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And now. it remains, that we flirre up 
and encourage our ſelves and one another 
to Call upon God for the Time to come, both for 
his merciful Prote&ion of our Gracious Sove- 
reign, and in him of all his Loyal Subjects; 
and for his Direttion and Bleſſmg in order - to 
the farther Diſcovery and defeating of all 


theſe curſed Proje&ts: To. ſeek unto God, and Job ;, 


commit our- ( auſe unto bam, Wwho- doth great things 
and unſearchable , marvellous things without num- 
ber ; who ſetteth up on bigh thoſe that be low, that 
they who mourn, may be exalted to ſafety. | 

We have. good Warrant and Example ſet 
before us, as you: have heard, in Holy: Scrip- 
ture for our Imitation... Such as /That of Da- 
vid in the Text; and that of Nehemiah read 
in the Firſt Leſſon. for this Morning Ser- 
VICE. -- I OT 09G 39 
And we have the: awakening; Vorive of our 


yp Perils and Dangers. to "ſpur -us 'on to- 


ollow. theſe excellent. Preſidents. .We- have 


not” only 'our own. perſonal - Intereſt -lying 


wholly at ſtake, bur-Thar of our Families; 
nay,”: That of' our ' Children's: Children, and 


_ Pofterities in, alt Ages 'yet' to come 5 That; 


I ſhould: have ſaid in the Firft place; of the 


Glory of God in: the Continuance:of the pro» 
70 H '  _fefſion: 
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feflion of True Religion among, us, to urge 
us hereunto, 

Let us therefore be excized, | beſcech you, 
with one confent to put our Shoulders to the 
work, with all Humilicy and Reyerence, Fer- 
vency and Earneftneſs, Faith and Importu- 
nity to call upon God in the Name of his 
dear Son, that we periſh not; to call upon 


the Lord, wha is worthy to be praiſed ; who 


hath already done {o great things for us, 
( wherein we rejoice, and for which we praiſe 


him :) That he would yet continue to be - 
Merciful and Gracious unto us and to our 
' Land : That He would ſhelter our moſt Re+ 


ligious and Gracious King Charles under the 
wings of his 'Good Providence, and' by: the 
Guard of his Angels, from the bloody the 


of Iſhmael, from the Sons of wt from 


the Approach of all-mananer of Evil : That 
he would -manifeſt: and bring to light the 
hidden works: of Darkneſs, that They and 


Their Religion, and: who are Abetters- of 


them: may be brought 'umts optn; ſhame and 


infamy: "Thar He'(who-is-neves. at” a loſs 


for ways and methods of bringirig: his-c6wn- 
fel to: pals; and: canmmake the Saſk delpiſed 


and contemprible medds ————— 
| the 
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the proud and mighty.) would /in This time 

of our need, perplexity and trouble. ſtand up 

and appear for our Reſcue and Deliverance : 
That He would - diſappoint the Devices of the Job 5. 
Crafty, ſo that their hands may not be able to per- 

form their enterpriſe +. That \he. would take. the wiſe 

in their own Craftineſs, and: carry the Counſel of 

the froward headlang : That he would ſhoot at Pa 5+ 
them with his arrows, and make their own Tongue 
to fall upon themſelves ; fo that all who ſee them, 

wmey fear, and declare the mork of God, wiſely 
conſidering of bis doing : That he would cauſe 
them to be enſnared. in thoſe: very Traps 
they have laid for others, and make them 
either the Executioners of their own Ruine, 


as he did the Seditious and Rebellious Abſa- : 5am. 12. | 


lon, or bring them.to thei\Gibbers, deſigned 

by them for the Innocent, as, he did the 

powerful and revengefull Zaman: That, as Eiiter 7. 

of his preventing -Grace and Goodneſs he 

hath mercifully begua to. Diſcover and make 

them to Fall, ſo he would youchfafe to iper- 

fe&t This work of Mercy to us, in theirheary 

Converſion _ —_— if.it may be, ot 

i their utter | TT 12 | 
And, that we may fucceed in theſe our Pray- 


__ ers unto God, let us, I beleech Fou, _ 
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ble our ſelves deeply and fincerely in his pre- 
ſence for all our. former Sins, whereby we 
have provoked him to Anger and Diſpleaſure 
againſt us. Let us turn unto him with Faſt- 
ing, and Weeping and Supplication, turning 
from all our Tranſgrefions, which we this | 
Day make Confeſſion of ; in particular our 
monſtrous Ingraticude unto God Almighty for 
all the Miracles of his Mercy and Goodneſs to- 
wards us : our ill Returns and Requitals of all | 
his ſignal Benefits from time to time conferr'd | 
UPON Us. dn ; | 
Unleſs we are thus truly Penitent for our Sins _ | 
paſt, and reconcil'd ro Gods Favour,” we ate 
not fic Mediators for our ſelves or others in this 
Trouble 'and Diſtreſs. Nay, inſtead of A- 4 
toning God Almighty, and paw Mer- - | } 
cy from him, we partake with the Enemy in 8 
bringing down his Curle upon us, and the So- | 
ciery whereof we are Members. They are 
| therefore Rebels and Traitors, ſo farr, to 
*— theirKing and Country, who refuſe this Day 
to Humble themſelves under God's mighty \ 
Hand, and ſo-to turn unto him, and to ſeek 
his Face; or, who allow themſelves in the 
Practice of that. Wickedneſs, whereby they 
may farther provoke Heayen againſt us; or 
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who, Ahax-like, In the time of this Diſtreſs Treſ- 2 Chron. 28. | | 


paſs yet more againſt the Lord. 

But if we Confeſs and Forlake our Sins, we 
_ areiin the certain way to obtain Mercy ; Mer- 
cy for our ſelves, and Mercy for the Land of 
our Nativity ; Mercy for this preſent Generati- 
on, and Mercy for that which is to follow. We 
may then be admitted to call upon God with 
growded hopes of hisgrace and favour towards 
us. We have. then Encouragment to depend 
upon Him and expect a Bleſſing from Him, as 
the ſuccels of this Days performance. For all 
things arenaked and opento his All-ſeeing Eye, 
andnone candig ſo deep as to hide their Coun- 
ſels from him: and his Hand can reach them 
too, whereſoever they are; his Power is in- 
finite. He is never to ſick for waies and means 
to blaſt and defeat the moſt Malitious, and 
Politick, and Secret, and Combined Machi- 
nations of any in order to our Deſtruction. 
Nay, we may confidently rely upon his Word 
of Promiſe for it, that He will Hear and An- 
{wer us, and ſo we ſhall be ſafe from all our 
_ Enemies. 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant , for 
Criſt his ſake, &c. Amen. . 
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